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said retrieval m^ans of said server retrieves, from said first character image data 
storage means, character image data expressing a character, which has been specified 
^by the character speci ying data and has a size that has been designated by the size 

image in such a manner that the specified character will have a 
font specified by the fortt specifying data. 



designating data, as ar 



6. (Amended) The system according to claim 22, wherein said transmitting 
means of said client computer transmits, to the server, character string specifying data 
for specifying a combination of a p/urality of characters constructing a character string, 
and font specifying data for specifying fonts of the characters constructing the character 
string; 

said receiving mearts of said servef receives the character string data and the 
f)T f° nt specifying data transmitted from^ud transmitting means; and 

said retrieval means/of said server retrieves, from said first character image data 
storage means, character image data expressing characters as images, wherein each 
of these characters, which construct the character string specified by the character 
string data, has a font tnat has been specified by the font specifying data. 




7 




7. (Amended) The system according to claim 22, wherein said client computer 
sftyle data transmitting means for transmitting, to the server, character 
data for designating style of a character specified by the character 



iirther includes 
style designating 
specifying data; 
said server 



and 



includes: 
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designated charactfer-style retrieval means for retrieving, from said first character 
image data storage meais, designated-style character image data expressing, as an 
image, a character of a style designated by the character style designating data 
transmitted from said style data transmitting means; 

designated-style character image data generating means for generating the 
designated-style characler image data in response to a situation where the designated- 
style character image ({lata is not found by said designated character-style retrieval 
means; and 

designated-style character image data transmitting means for transmitting, to 
said client computer, the designated-style character image data generated by said 
designated-style character image data generating means or the designated-style 
character image data found by said designated character-style retrieval means. 



9. (Amended) The systemaaccording to claim 22, wherein said client computer 
further includes character imaqe gata storage means for storing the character image 
data transmitted from said character image data transmitting means. 



The system according to claim 22, wherein said server includes: 



y^pl 10- (Amended 
^ 17 ^ a printing device; and 

means for generating new character image data, from the character image data 
that has been desig hated by said character image data generating means, so as to 
obtain a character irpage having a resolution suited to the resolution of said printing 
device. 
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14. (Amended) The method according to claim 25, further comprising the steps 



of: 



transmitting, from the client computer to the server, size designating data 
representing the size of a character specified by character specifying data; and 



retrieving, at the server, 
been specified by the char; 



, character image data expressing a character, which has 
jctjer specifying data and has a size that has been 
designated by the size designating data, as an image in such a manner that the 
specified character will have a ft nt specified by font specifying data. 



16. (Amended) The method according to claim 25, further comprising a step of 
transmitting, from the client computer tor the server, character string specifying data for 
specifying a combination of a plurality ^f characters constructing a character string, and 
font specifying data for specifying fq^its of the characters constructing the character 
string; 

receiving, at the server\ the/ charter string data and the font specifying data 
transmitted from the client computer; and 

retrieving, at the server, character image data expressing characters as images, 
wherein each of these character^, which construct the character string specified by the 
character string data, has a font fiat has been specified by the font specifying data. 




Please add the following new claims: 
T 



/j'i^J 21. (New) A 
^ ' a client computer and 



3nt sharing system in which data can be communicated between 
a server, said client computer comprising: 
means for selec ting a font; 
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font preview datia storage determination means for determining whether font 
preview data, which is (for displaying a representative character having a font selected 
by said font selecting means, has been stored; 

display control jmeans for controlling a display device so as to display, on a 
display screen, the representative character represented by the font preview data in 
response to a determination by said font preview data storage determination means that 
the font preview data nas been stored; and 

means for transmitting to the server a request to transmit the font preview data in 
response to a deternrjination by said font preview data storage determination means that 
the font preview data has not been stored; and 

said server including font preview data transmitting means for transmitting the 
font preview data to said client computer in response to the font preview data 
transmission reques t transmitted from said client computer. 

22. (New) The system acqording to claim 21, wherein said client computer 
further includes: 

input means for inputting/a command determining the font represented by the 
font preview data; and 

means for transifiittinWcharacteryspecifying data, which specifies a character, 
and font specifying datal which specifics a font determined by the input means, to said 
server; 

. said server includes:] 

first characten image data storage means for storing character image data 
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receiving means for receiving the character specifying data and the font 
specifying data transmitted from said client computer; 

retrieval means for retrieving, from said first character image data storage 
means, character image data/expressing a character, which has been specified 
by the character specifying data received by said receiving means, as an image 
in such a manner that the specified character will have a font specified by the 
font specifying data received by said receiving means; 

character irpa^e aata generating means for generating the character 
image data in rqspons\/o a situatiort where the character image data cannot be 
found in said fir£t charabter imade data storage means by retrieval performed by 
said retrieval me^ 

character imade data transmitting means for transmitting, to said client 
computer, character image data generated by said character image data 
generating means pr character image data found by retrieval by said retrieval 
means. 



23. (New] A client computer capable of communicating data with a server, 
comprising: 

means fori selecting a font; 

font prevew data storage determination means for determining whether font 
preview data, wiich is for displaying a representative character having a font selected 
by said font selecting means, has been stored; 

display control means for controlling a display device so as to display, on a 
display screen, the representative character represented by the font preview data in 
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response to a determination iby said font preview data storage determination means that 
the font preview data has been stored; and 

means for transmitting to the server a request to transmit the font preview data in 
response to a determination! by said font preview data storage determination means that 
the font preview data has not been stored. 




24. (New) A serf/er capable of communicating data with a client computer, 
comprising: 

storage means fdh storing font preview data; 
receiving means for receiving a request to transmit the font preview data 
transmitted from said client computer; 

retrieval meang for retrieving the font preview data in response to the request 



\ received by said receiving means from said storage means; and 



transmitting m«ians for transmitting the font preview data found by the retrieval 
means to said client computer. 

25. (New) A method of sharing fonts in a system in which data can be 
communicated betweBn a client computer and a server, comprising: 
selecting a foirt at said client computer; 

determining whether font preview data, which is for displaying a representative 
character having a font selected by said font selecting means, has been stored at said 



client computer; 
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controlling a display device so as to display, on a display screen, the 
representative character represented by the font preview data in response to a 
determination by said determining step that the font preview data has been stored; 

transmitting to said server a request to transmit the font preview data in response 
to a determination by said determining step that the font preview data has not been 

and 

review data from said server to said client computer in 



stored at said client computer; 
transmitting the font p 



response to the request for fofit preview data transmitted from said client computer. 



26. (New) A method $>f controlling a client computer to communicate data with a 
server, comprising: 

selecting a font at saifcl client computer; 

determining whether] font preview data, which is for displaying a representative 



character having a font sel 
client computer; 

controlling a disp 
representative character 
determination by said del 
said client computer; and 

transmitting to the 
to a determination by sajid 
stored. 



cted by said step of selecting a font, has been stored at said 

jy device so as to display, on a display screen, the 
represented by the font preview data in response to a 
srmining step that the font preview data has been stored at 

>erver a request to transmit the font preview data in response 
determining step that the font preview data has not been 
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27. (New) A method of controlling a server to communicate data with a client 
computer, comprising: 

storing font preview data at fcaid server; 

receiving a request to transmit the font preview data transmitted from said client 
computer; 

retrieving the font previevy/ data in response to the request transmitted from said 
client computer; and 

transmitting the font preview data found by said retrieving step to said client 
computer. 

28. (New) A recorc/ing medium storing a program for controlling a client 
^ computer capable of communicating data with a server, said program: 

enabling a user of said client computer to select a font; 

causing said client computer to determine whether font preview data, which is for 
displaying a representative character having a font selected by said user, has been 
stored at said client computer; 

controlling a display device so as to display, on a display screen, the 
representative character represented by the font preview data in response to a 
determination that the flbnt preview data has been stored at said client computer; and 

causing said clfent computer to transmit to the server a request to transmit the 
font preview data in response to a determination that the font preview data has not been 
stored at said client computer. 
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29. (New) A servir-readable recording medium storing a program for controlling 
a server capable of comnunicating data with a client computer, said program: 
causing said server to store font preview data; 

causing said serfver to receive a request to transmit the font preview data 
nt computer; 

causing said server to retrieve the font preview data in response to the received 
request; and 

causing said sefver to transmit the retrieved font preview data to said client 
computer- 



transmitted from said cli 



Ei 
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